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CMLT program poised for the future 

T he Comparative Literature Pro­
gram at Indiana U niversity is 
poised for an important role in 

the funire o f the field in the 21st cen­
nlfy. After a distinguished SO-year his­
tory, the department has an accomplished 
faculty, as well as excellent sn,dents at 
both g raduate and undergraduate levels. 
The faculty, while somewhat smaller than 
it was about 10 years ago, is well-fo­
cused on a rich variety of comparative 
research topics, and the professors are all 
dedicated teachers. I have only to refer 
our readers to the rest of the newsletter 
for information about the vitality of the 
faculty in the Comparative Literat.ure 
Program at cennnys end. To prepare 
for its funlfe, the program has recently 
organized itself to heighten its strengtl1s 

and to reach out to the rest of t11e univer­
sity. 

Now an interdisciplinary department, 
the Comparative Literature Program 
operates with a central group of budgeted 
faculty, who in n1rn bring a rich and di­
verse group of specialists into the com­
parative literature family of scholars. The 
new department will have tl1ree princi­
pal research areas: 1) literature across 
cultures, 2) interdisciplinary approaches 
to European traditions, and 3) compara­
tive arts sn1dies. In addition, committees 
on translation and theory will consist of 
members contributing from across the 
whole unit. 

As we take stock of ourselves at our 
SO-year benchmark, we should also point 
out t11at tl1e Comparative Literature Pro-

gram has produced a long list o f impor­
tant doctoral degrees and a diverse and 
talented group of alumni at all levels. We 
learned a great deal about our graduates 
during our recent surve)~ and we were 
delighted with tl1e information we re­
ceived. Some of our graduates are pro­
fessors, otl1ers are creative writers, law­
yers, journalists, publicists, and artists. 
Still otl1ers are working in a wide variety 
of professions, using tl1eir education in 
many different ways. All indications are 
tlut tl1e comparatist is a person wit11 cu­
riosity and daring, a true individualist 
who knows how to think wit11 an inde­
pendent and creative spirit. We salute our 
alumni, and we are as proud of t11eir ac­
complishments as we are of our own. 

- David M. Hertz) Chair 

Faculty, students honored at spring reception 
This year's annual Department o f 

Comparative Literature reception 
was held in tl1e afternoon on Thursday, 

April 22, in the Hoagy Carmichael 
Room, Morrison Hall. The event saw 
the naming of this year's graduate and 

undergraduate award recipi­
ents and honored t11e retire­
ment of t\vo long-serving and 
highly valued faculty mem­
be rs, professors Ernest 
Bernhardt-Kabisch and 
Matei Calinescu. 

Professor David Hertz, who 
took over tl1e position of de­
partment chair from Matei 
Calinescu in January, wel­
comed t110se in attendance and 
a1mounced wit11 congratula-

" tions tlus year's graduate award 

Newly appointed Chair David Hertz and Angela 
Pao) directoi,• of undergraduate studies) enjoy con­
versation at the 1999 sp1,•ing nception. 

recipients. Underg raduate 
awards were presented by Pro­
fessor Angela Pao, who has 
been director of undergraduate 
sn1dies since fall 1998. 

Departmental awards for graduate sn,­
dents were presented to Robert Bayliss, 
who received t11e N ewton P Stallknecht 
Award for best essay; Michael Dalton, 
the Gilbert Tutung i Award for Best 
Master's Project; and Mario Ritter, ilie 
Distinguished Teaching Award. Gradu­
ate sn,dents receiving non-departmental 
awards were Christine Bolus-Reichert, 
the 1999 College of Arts & Sciences Dis­
sertation Award; Lara Gose, the Eva­
Kagen-Kans Graduate Research Paper 
Award ; Joseph O'Neil, a Germanic 
Sn,dies Fellowship; and Adriana Varga, 
an I1mer Asian and Uralic National Re­
somce Center Fellowslup for the next aca­
demic year. 

Undergraduate awards were presented 
to Angelia Haro, who received the Ann 
Geduld Award , which recognizes the 
most outstanding CMLT underg raduate 
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Departmental notes 

New beginnings for two retiring faculty 

The retirement of Professor Ernest 
Bernhardt-Kabisch, joint pro­
fessor of comparative literature 

and English, and of Professor Matei 
Calinescu, former department chair, 
brought an outpouring of praise from their 
colleagues and students for their scholarly 
work, service, and long teaching careers. 

Professor E m eritus Henry H.H. 
Remak spoke about Calinescu's personal 
background, focusing on his early years 
in his mother countr}~ Romania, and the 
environment of Eastern Europe in which 
he developed and from which he emerged 
to become a world renowned scholar. 
Also there to honor the retiring profes­
sors were PhD candidates Hanadi AI­
Samman, Christine Bolus-Reichert, 
and Mary Dezember. Al-Samman and 
Bolus-Reichert spoke with high praise of 
Calinescu for his contribution to and sup­
port of their development as students, 
teachers, and scholars. Dezember offered 
thanks to Cal inescu and Bernhardt­
Kabisch for their work and support of 
herself and a.11 of thei r students. 

Mark Minster, a PhD srndent, related 
his experience as an appreciative and ad­
miring student of Bernhardt-Kabisch. 
With emotion and humor, Minster e:-..1:ended 
his cong ratulations and reminded 
Bern.hardt-Kabisch that as he ends a career 
with IU, he gains another bright begum.ing. 

Pril1ted il1 the program of the reception 
for retiri11g IU faculty members this year 
were essays written in honor of each re­
tiree. Below are the essays, i11 part, writ­
ten for our t\vo retiril1g faculty members. 

Ernest Bernhardt-Kabisch 
There J11as a Boy, ye /meJII /Jiin well, 

ye Cliffe 
And Islands of Winander! 
(Wordsworth, The Prelude, V389- 90) 

There was another boy, well-known to 
the forests and fields of the Tyrolean 
Alps, whose imagination was as nature­
haunted as Wordsworth's, and he be­
came a lifelong student of the g reat Brit­
ish Romantic laureate. But E rnest 
Bernhardt-Kabisch's childhood experi­
ences were, also like Wordsworth's, 
haunted by more than narnre. Just as 
Wordsworth's supposedly idyllic child­
hood in the Eng lish Lake District was 
vexed by corrupt 18th-century British 
politics and, later, the French R evolu­
tion and its Reign of Terror, so Ernest's 
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E,snest Bernhardt-ICabisch 

presence in those Alpine landscapes was 
the result of his family's determined ef­
forts to protect him from the horro rs of 
World War II. Ernest was 4 years old 
when the war started m Europe. Born in 
Chemnitz, he soon moved to Dresden, 
but his removal to the mountains spared 
him the holocaust of its fire-bombing. 
T here, amid the alien splendor with 
which nanire often seems to regard Im­
man horrors, our funire intellecn1al and 
scholar grew into adolescence as a field 
hand, woodsman, and cowherd. 

After the war, E rnest attended a Gym­
nasimn in Stuttgart, from which he 
graduated at the age of 19 in 1954. This 
prolonged yet deeply threatened child­
hood seems to have left its mark deep in 
Ernest's character and demeanor. I re­
member when I fi rst met hil11, now more 
than 30 years ago, on my campus recruit­
ment visit to Bloomington. His boyish 
charm and enthusiasm worked strongly 
on me to decide to come to IU. A Mid­
westerner myself, the supposed boredom 
of"provincial" Indiana held no fears for 
me. But I was unprepared - as many o f 
us have been - for the sheer brilliance 
of the funire colleagues one found there, 
among the alien corn. Ernest seemed an 
Ariel-like nanire spirit, with a racil1g, cap­
tivating mind and brilliant, witty conver­
sation. More's the wonder, he still seems 
that way now, 30 years on. 

No sooner had he finished his school­
ing and begun university stud y in 
Stuttgart and Ti.ibingen than he was, 
within a year, whirled away from the ru­
ins of his childhood to the University of 

Matei Calinescu 

California at Berkeley as a Fulbright 
scholar, a transition from disaster to near­
paradise that must have seemed nearly 
miraculous. H e stayed on, earning h is 
doctorate there in 1962, one year after 
becoming a U.S. citizen. While at Berke­
le}~ he met an emigre cousil1, Eva Dessau, 
daughter of the composer Paul Dessau. 
They soon married, and together they 
raised her t\1/0 children from an earlier mar­
riage, and their own son, Ethan, now a 
systems analyst for IU's registrar's office. 

E rnest came to Bloomington in that 
same year ofl962 and, like astonishingly 
many of IU's faculty, has been here ever 
since, advancing th rough the ranks to 
assistant professor in 1964, associate pro­
fessor ili-1966, and full professor i111980. 
In an academ ic career of nearly 40 years, 
he has carved out a name for hil11self as 
t he foremost studen t , a long with 
Geoffrey Hartman of Yale, of the epi­
taphic or "monumental" aspect of 
Wordsworth's poetry - the subtle and 
profound ways in which Wordswortl1's 
" language of tl1e ancient earth" seems 
both to arise from and be articulated 
tl1rough "the beautiful and permanent 
forms of nanire." He was invited to lec­
ture on this topic at the Wordsworth Slm1-
mer Conference il1 Grasmere, England, i11 
1983. An early series of essays established 
his reputation, which grew through the 
years, extending to Wordswortl1's diffi­
cult friend and predecessor as poet lau­
reate, Robert Southey, of whom Ernest 
published one of the groundbreaking ap­
preciative critical biographies il1 1977. All 
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New beginnings 
(continued from page 2) 
along, he deepened IU students' appre­
ciation of romanticism with his own vast 
knowledge of its continental roots, espe­
cially in Germany. For most of his IU 
career, Ernest has been a member of the 
comparative literature department as well 
as the English department, serving for 
10 years as review editor of its interna­
tional journal, Yearboofl of Comparative 
and General Literatttre. 

Ernest brought to IU the European 
ideal of deep, broad, hrnnanistic learn­
ing, so foreign, increasingly, to contem­
porary pressures for increased specializa­
tion. H e was one of the creators of the 
freshman honors humanities core cur­
riculum between 1964 and 1972, a nine­
hour course sequence in Western civili­
zation, literan1re, an d philosophy that 
survives in the Honors Division's "Ideas 
and Human Experience" introductory 
seminars. Thou gh he always taught 
Wordsworth and romanticism, Ernest 
frequently branched out into ot!1er areas 
tl1at grow organically from t!1is central 
core: mythology, music, religion, revo­
lution, Goet!1e, and Milton. 

An international profile has always 
been recognizable in his research and 
writing, as well as his service, most con­
cretely in his two years (1990-91 and 
1994-9 5) as resident director of IU's 
overseas study progran1 in Hamburg. 

But Ernest has left his mark most 
deeply on t!1e Collins Living Learning 
Center, of which he was t!1e director for 
13 years, from 1977 to 1990. This long 
tenure, coming soon after t!1e LLC's cre­
ation, was crucial to its long-term suc­
cess and present reputation as one ofIU's 
most valuable student treasures. For tlus 
- a half-time appointment for Ernest, 
but now carried on by two full-time ap­
pointees - Ernest received the 
wtiversity's Distinguished Service Award 
in 1989 and last May was lauded by doz­
ens of former students at the center's 25th 
a1miversary celebration. As permanent 
testimo ny to his labors, bot!1 t!1e student 
lounge and a scholarship at Collins are 
named in his honor. 

In retirement, Ernest is actively re­
searching Wordsworth's m yste rious 
montl1s in central Germany in 1798-99, 
and, returning in that most 
Wordsworthian of all ways ("the child is 
father of t!1e man") to tl1e fecund roots 
of lus childhood, is completing a novel, 
Intruders in the S/1y, tint takes him back 
to tl10se earliest moments when Allied 
bombe rs began appearing in German 
skies and moved t!1e young Ernest to the 

mountains of ilie T)rrol and t!1e begin­
nings of t!1e long career of nan1re and 
imagination t!1at comes to fruition, not 
an end, here today. 

- Ken Johnston 

Matei Calinescu 
When Matei Calinescu came to IU in 
1973 as a visiting associate professor of 
comparative literature and Russian and 
East European sn1dies, the university 
commw1ity at large did no t recognize 
his arrival as a significant event. Like­
wise, t!1e following year, when Matei 
resigned his post at t!1e U1uversity of 
Bucharest, indicating that he had de­
cided to stay in t!1e U nited States, scant 
attention was paid by ilie intelligentsia 
of sout!1ern Indiana. But in Romania, 
where the news was broadcast by R adio 
F ree Europe to millions of avid listeners, 
it was a momentous occurrence. For in 
his native land, Matei Calinescu, poet, 
novelist, and critic - witl1, at t!1at time, 
some nine or 10 books to his credit -
was t!1e preeminent literary figure of his 
generation. And his decision to remain 
in t!1e Unites States, when tl1e Ceausescu 
dictatorship was consolidating power and 
in1posing neo-Stalinist ideological ortho­
doxy on all forms of culn1ral expression, 
was seen as a decisive act of protest. 

In leaving Romania, Matei was join­
ing not only t!1e Indiana University com­
mtmity, but also t!1e far-flung commu­
nity of expatriate Romanian intellecn1als 
that included p!ayv.rright Eugene Ionesco, 

Spring reception 

philosopher E.M. Cioran, and scholar of 
comparative religion Mircea E liade. 
Matei already knew these men. Now, 
writing in English and li ving in 
Bloomington, Ind., he would join them 
on an international stage. The scholarly 
publications that Matei has offered to his 
vastly expanded audience are too numer­
ous to be listed here. The most conspicu­
ous and influential has undoubtedly been 
his celebrated book Five Faces of Moder­
ni"ty. This work, with an astonislung com­
bination of analytic clarity and erudition, 
tmdertakes notlung less than to explain 
how artistic movements and styles dur­
ing tl1e past cenniry and a half have been 
conceived in relation to traditional can­
ons and forms of expression. One mea­
sme of ilie importance of this book is tl1e 
fact that, to date, it has been translated 
into Spanish, Italian, Serbo-Croatian, 
Japanese, Chinese, and, yes, Romaiuan. 
More impressive still is the frequency 
witl1 wluch, in English or in its various 
tra11slations, Five Faces appears on univer­
sity course syllabi around the world, not 
only in departments of literature but also 
in such varied disciplines as history, ar­
chitecture, art, history, music history, 
media sn1dies, and cultural snidies. 

Nor does tlus impressive list of disci­
plines indicate t!1e full range of Matei's 
intellectual interests and contributions. 
When one takes into account lus work 
on politics and liLerature, his introduc­
tions to volumes by other autl1ors, his 
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in film or interarts sn1dies; a11d Ben Peled who received tl1e department's 
U ndergraduate Award for academic aclu evement and scholarly potential. 

The second of three years of Preparing Fun1re Faculty gra11ts were awarded 
to g raduate students Eric Metzler, Mark Best, Jungsoo Kim, Neepa 
Majwndar, Nikita Nailkov, a11d Paul Nelson, who taught on tl1e Bloomington 
campus, and to Monique Larocque a11d Aimee Hall, who taught at IUPUI. 

A special t!1anks goes to Hanadi Al-Sanunan and all members of t!1e Stu­
dent .Advisory Board for ilie excellent job a11d efforts in t!1is academic year. 
Congratulations and our t!1a11ks go to ail of our associate instructors for their 
superb work: Safoi Babana, Michael Dalton, Mark Minster, Burcu Balcioglu, 
Mary Dezember, Ioana Pantleanu,Austin Busch, Lara Gose, Mario Ritter, 
Lynne Dalunen, David Kaplin, Adriana Varga, a11d Yang Wang. 

1\1A and PhD degrees awarded 
Students receiving PhDs in comparative literanire in 1998- 99 were Cimberli 
Kearns, Aim Willison-Lemke, Yaohua Shi, Christian Moraru, a11d Aim 
Thomas Sampson. Students receiving PhDs in comparative literan1re as of 
November 1999 include Pattla Willoquet-Maricondi, Peter Bixby, Veronica 
Pravadelli, Leslie Ortquist-Aluens, a11d Daniel Simon. 

Receiving MA degrees in comparative literanll'e in 1998-99 were Safoi 
Babana, Naomi Uechi, Balaz Dibuz, Robert IGnsman, Kevin West, Deniz 
Tekin, Michael Dalton, a11d Tobias Nagl. Sn1dents receiving MA degrees as 
of November 1999 include Burcu Bakioglu, Jeeyoung Shin, Sofia Biller, 
Mario Ritter, and Alciko Motoyoshi. 
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.___ _________ R_a_c_u_l_ty_ n_o_t_e_s _________ __,l 

Mikita Brottman has published 
a new book, Hol011rood Hex: 
Death and Destiny in the Dream 

Facto~y (Creation Press, London, April 
1999), as well as chapters in four other 
books, and has an article forthcoming in 
the journal Biography. She was nomi­
nated to the editorial board of UnScene 
Film: The Cult Film and Its Critics ( forth­
coming, 2000) and is working on a book 
on "the biopic" for Cambridge Univer­
sity Press. 

Breon Mitchell's translation of Kafka's 
Trial appeared in September 1998 and 
was out in paperback last June. He con­

structed a course, China: A Historical and 
Cultural Perspective, for the Global Part­
nership for Executive Development, In­
diana University-Institute Europeane des 
Administration et des Affairs, which was 
conducted in Hong Kong. He also pre­
sented a lecture titled "Other As Self: 
Identity As Sameness and As Difference 
in Poetry'' at the Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences and Beijing Normal Uni­
versity, both in Beijing. In absentia, his 
work on "lntercultural Challenges to the 
Self" was presented at a conference held 
at Brigham Ymmg Universil:)~ and the As­
sociation of Departments of Foreign Lan-

guage Bulletin re­tinues to work on 
an a1rnotated bib-
1 iogra ph y of Visiting scholars 
Samuel Beckett 
and received a 
Mellon Fellow­
ship at the Hu­
manities Research 
Center in Austin, 
Texas, to work 

cen ti y published 
his essay on "The 
Worldliness of the 
English Language: Visiting scholars for the 1998- 99 and 

1999- 2000 academic years include Xijia 
Bai, Shilpa Desai, Lewis Dibble, 
Gyorgy Kalmar, Alexandre Dias Pinto, 
Celina Silva, Delia Tocchini, Mario 
Torres Silva, and Lixin Yang. 

A Lingua Franca 
Past and Futm-e." 

with materials ~------------------' 

L ast spring, 
Oscar Kenshur 
was t he second 
member of the 

there last summer. H e also did research 
at the Beckett Archives in Reading, En­
gland, in July. His future plans include 
editing the catalogue and giving the gal­
lery talk for a comprehensive exhibition 
of illustrated editions of Beckett's works, 
to be held at Emory University this fall. 

In October, Eugene Eoyang in-

New beginnings 
(continued fi"oni page 3) 
brilliant book on Rereading, and his con­
tinuing work on d1e tl1eory of rereading 
and of rewriting, one comes to realize 
tl1at in forsaking Romailia, Matei did not 
forsake the role tl1at he played tl1ere - a 
role tl1at is only rarely attained in tl1e 
Unites States - nan1ely that of public 
intellectual. When Matei resigned his 
position in Romania, he still had only a 
visiting appointment at IU. By the time 
his position was changed to a permai1ent 
one, in 1976, he had already been tl1e 
recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship. 
H e subsequently rose to the rank of full 
professor in only d1ree years. Since tl1en, 
Matei has been awarded numerous od1er 
fellowships ai1d honors. He has been a 
popular teacher ai1d sought-after disser­
tation director and an affable ai1d gener­
ous colleague. His commitment to the 
Comparative Literature Program has 
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Department of Comparative Literanire 
to participate in an exchange with tl1e 
University of Lisbon, where he taught a 
cour~e on Human Narure and d1e Mod­
ern Self. (Last fall, Gilbert Chaitin was 
the first to participate in the exchange.) 
During d1e summer, Kenshur conducted 
research in Paris and completed a forth-

mailifested itself in various ways, includ­
ing what may have been tl1e most heroic 
gesture of his career, his agreeing to serve 
as chair during the tl1ree years ·prior to 
his retirement. 

Since shifting his physical presence to 
Bloomington, Matei has remained a cul­
tmal presence in his native land. His 1969 
novel, The Life and Opinions of Zacharias 
Lichter, which had already been trai1slated 
into Polish ai1d Htmgarian ai1d published 
in a second edition before Matei left 
Romania, was republished in a third 
Romanian edition in 1995. HisMemoifs 
in Dialogue - written as ai1 exchange of 
letters between his o ld friend Dr. Ion 
Viaim, a psychiatrist in Switzerland, ai1d 
himself as an emigre from Ceausescu's 
Romailia - were published in Rop1ai1ia 
in 1994 ai1d in a second Romanian edi­
tion last year. One can only try to imag­
ine how the accomplishments ai1d hon­
ors Matei has an1assed in exile compare 
in his mind to his feelings on tl1e occa-

coming monograph on Montesquieu, 
titled Virtue and Defilement: Moral Ra­
tionalism and Sexual Prohibitions in the 
Lettres Persanes. 

Just in time for d1e 200th anniversary 
of the birth of Russian novelist Alexander 
Pushkin, Basic Books published Douglas 
Hofstadter's translation of Eugene 
Onegin last April. H ofstadter is also serv­
ing on the International Advisory Board 
of the Pushkin Bicentennial Conference, 
titled "Alexander Pushkin and Humanis­
tic Study: Metl1odological Assumptions, 
Issues of Translation, East-West Dia­
logue," and will be giving a comparative 
reading at the conference in a session 
called "Onegin American Style." While 
on sabbatical, Hofstadter will be conduct­
ing a series of lectures on human versus 
machine translation at tl1e University of 
Rochester, Motmt Holyoke College, Bos­
ton Universil:)', and the U niversity of 
Arizona, in addition to being tl1e keynote 
lecturer for tl1e conference "The Age of 
Chopin" at Indiana University in com­
memoration of the 150tl1 amliversary of 
tl1e death of Chopin. 

Adjunct fac ulty member Joan 
Hawkins has autl10red tl1e book Cutting 
Edge: Art-Horror and the HorrificAvant­
Garde, to be published by Universil:)' of 
Minnesota Press in May 2000. H er essay 
"See It from tl1e Begi1rning: Hitchcock's 

(continued on page 5) 

sion of his triumphal return to post­
Ceausescu Romailia in 1994. Whereas his 
defeqion had been announced on the 
clandestine broadcasts of R adio Free 
Europe, his return was tl1at of a media 
celebrity - publicly feted and inter­
viewed in tl1e print media ai1d on radio 
and television. 

It was tl1e great good fornme oflndi­
ai1a University that Matei Calinescu de­
fected to us, ai1d that, despite offers of 
endowed chairs elsewhere, he chose never 
to defect again. It is our continued good 
fornme tl1at even in retirement he will 
remain in Bloomington, where his wife, 
Adriana, wi ll continue her work as the 
Thomas T Solley Curator of Ancient Art 
at the IU Art Musemn, and he will com­
plete work on tl1ree books, g racing his 
friends and colleagues with his brilliant 
ai1d charming presence. 

- Oscar Kenshin; with than/ts to 
Ilinca Zarifopoljohnston 



"Faculty notes 
(continued from page 4) 
Reconstruction of Film History" on 
Hitchcock's rivahy with French clirector 
Henri-Georges recently appeared in The 
Hitchcoc!t Annual. Also, her ar ticle 
"Sleaze-Mania, Eurotrash, and the Posi­
tion of European Art Cinema in Ameri­
can Low Culture" is fortl1eoming in tl1e 
December/January issue of Film Qpar­
terly. 

Professor Emeritus Peter Boerner sur­
vived tl1e Goetl1e celebrations of 1999: 
While he refrained from visiting the 
cloned Gartenhaus in Weimar, he com­
pleted a new version of the Rowohlt 
monograph, complete with colored illus­
trations. Recentl)~ he lent parts of his own 
Goethe collection to an ex11ibit at tl1e 
University Library in Indianapolis and 
participated in a symposium on "Goethe 
in Exile" at the University of Kansas. He 
also completed his edition of tl1e writ­
ings of Caroline von Wolzogen with vol-

Encompass 
Alumni Newsletter 

This newsletter is published annuaUy by 
the Indiana U niversity Alumni Associa­
tion, in cooperation with the Comparative 
Literature Program and the College of 
Arts and Sciences Alumni Association, to 
encourage alumni interest in and support 
for Indiana University. For information 
on membership or activities, call (800) 
824-3044 or e-m ai l iualu mn i@ 
indiana.edu. 

Comparative Literature Program 
Chair ................................. David Hertz 
Director of 
Undergraduate Studies ...... .. Angela Pao 
Director of 
Graduate Smdies ........... Oscar Kenshur 
NewsEditor ....................... MoonRinaldo 
News Editor. ................... . Kathleen Keogh 

College of Arts & Sciences 
Acting Dean ............ ..... RusseU H anson 
Executive Director for Development 
& Alumni Programs .......... Susan Green 

IU Alunmi Association 
University Director 
for Alumni Affairs ........... Jerry F. Tardy 
Ass istant Alumni 
Director ..................... .. .. .. .. Allison Scott 
Ass istant Editor for 
Constituent Publications ....... Julie Dales 
Edito rial Assistant ......... ..... Cassie Pence 

[loLLEGE 

Faculty awards, fellowships 
This year's Teaching Excellence Recognition Awards were granted to profes­
sors Oscar Kenshur, Giancarlo Maiorino, and Angela Pao. Ilinca Johnston 
received a fellowship from tl1e National Endowment for ilie Humanities for 
work on a biography of the Romanian-born French philosopher E.M. Cioran, 
titled E.M. Cioran: A Portrait of the Philosopher As a Young Man. Eileen Julien 
received a 1998-99 Guggenheim for her work "Modernity As Theme and 
Practice in African Literature," witl1 a focus on Senegal. Herbert Marks 
received a grant from ilie American Council of Learned Societies for a critical 
edition of tl1e Bible, to be published by W.W. Norton. Gilbert Chaitin is an 
NEH Fellow at the Institute for Advanced Study, School of Social Science, in 
Princeton, N.J. , where he is working on tl1e project "Fictions of Universal 
Education in tl1e French Third Republic." 

umes five and si.,x, and, together with his 
wife, Nancy, prepared a report on hith­
erto unknown papers of Ottilie von 
Goetl1e, held by the Newberry Library 
in Chicago. 

T he recently reti red Ernest 
Bernhardt-Kabisch is enjoying divicling 
his time between Bloomington and 
H amburg, Germany. This fall, he gave a 
talk to the Gesellschaft fuer Weltweite 
Wissenschaft at Han1burg University on 
tl1e topic "'I Traveled among U nknown 
Men': Wordsworth and Coleridge in 
H amburg, 1798." 

Adjunct Professor Suza1me Pinckney 
Stetkevych spent tl1e 1999 spring quar­
ter at the U niversity of Washington in 
Seattle as 1..he 1998- 99 Solomon Katz 
Distinguished Visiting Professor in tl1e 
Humanities. While tl1ere, she offered a 
course through the department of Near 

Eastern languages and civilizations and 
tl1e department of religion on Poetry and 
Society: The Arabic Ode in Comparative 
Contexts. Last May, she gave a presenta­
tion in the Comparative Religion Pro­
gram Faculty Seminar Series on canons 
and canonicity titled "Canonicity and 
Contamination: Qur'an, Qasida: and 
Hadith." Her Solomon Katz Distin­
guished Lecture on "Solomon and 
Mytl1ic Kingship in the Arabo-Islamic 
Tradition" was also delivered in May. She 
spent part of tlus swrn11er conducting re­
search in Tunis, where she presented two 
lectures, "Rin1al Aspects of tl1e Arabic 
Ode" (in Arabic) and "The Arabic Ode 
in Comparative Contexts" (in English), 
at the Ecole Normale Superieure and tl1e 
U11iversity of Tunis I, Manoubah. She 
continues to serve as editor of tl1e Jour­
nal of Arabic Literature. 

Alumni notebook 

Before 1960s 
Barbara R. Levine, BA'52, retired after many 
years as the community education coordina­
tor at the University of Michigan Museum of 
Art. On Oct. 22, 1998, she received the 
Distinguished Alumni Award at the Univer­
sity of Michigan for volunteer work and for 
work during her career. Levine and her hus­
band, Myron Levine, PhD '52, professor of 
human genetics at the University of Michi­
gan, li ve in Ann Arbor. 

1960s 
Sarah L. Wurdlow, BA'65, MA'66, is a me­
dia specialist at Clinton Middle School. She 
lives in Columbus, Ohio. 

Mark R- Axelrod, BA'69, MA'77, gave a 
week.long seminar in screenwriting to 200 
actors, writers, directors, and producers in 
Buenos Aires. The event was sponsored by 
the U.S. Embassy and the Union of Argen­
tine Cinematographers. Axelrod lives in 
Tustin, Calif. 

1970s 
Branimfr Anzulovic, PhD'72, visiting pro­
fessor '74--'77, published the book Herive11ly 
Serbifl: from Myth to Genocide (New York 
University Press) . This well-received book is 
not only a study in political anthropology, but 
is also, to a large extent, a study in compara­
tive literature. 

Robert A. Glick, PhD'73, is the vice presi­
dent for college advancement at St. John's 
College in Santa Fe, N.M. Prior to this posi­
tion, Glick was a professor of English and 
comparative literature at the University of 
Cincinnati and the University of Maryland, 
as well as a Visiting Fellow at Yale University. 
He is a specialist in 19th- and 20th-century 
English, French, German, and Russian litera­
ture. Glick and his wife, Jacquelyn Helin, a 
concert pianist, have two children, Kathryn, 
8, and William, 4. 

Nancy A. Watanabe, PhD'75, lives in Se­
attle. H er book LoJJe Eclipsed: Joyce Cflrol 

(co11ti1111cd on pflge 6) 
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Send us your business card - or just 
your business information - and we'll 
send it back to you laminated and at­
tached to a strap, perfect for your trav­
eling pleasure. (One tag per graduate, 
please.) 

Your luggage tag will show that you 
are proud of your connection to the 
College of Arts & Sciences at IU and 
will improve our alumni database. 

Mail your card or information to 
Luggage Tags, College of Arts & Sci­
ences, Kirkwood Hall 208, 130 S. 
Woodlawn, Bloomington, IN 47405. 

Alumni notebook 
(continued from page 5) 
Ontes's Fn11stian M oral Vision, published in 
1997 by University Press of America, is a 
nominated book for a Modern Language 
Association prize. Her previous book, BeloJJed 
Image: The Drama of WB. Yeats 1865- 1939, 
was nominated in 1995. 

Charles E. Pirtle, BA'78, MA'82, is a su­
pervisor and textbook buyer at the Univer­
sity of Washington. H e was the winner of a 
Grammy Award for Best Album Notes for 
his contribution to Anthology of American Folk 
Music (Smithsonian FoU...-ways). Pirtle fmished 
his PhD in English at the University ofiowa; 
his dissertation was titled "These States: 
Ginsberg's Chronicle of Immediacy." Pirtle 
has published two books of poetry, The Land­
scape (Paris: Atel ier des Arts du Livre, 1990) 
and Talaria (Boulder, Colo.: Rodent Press, 
1994). He and his wife, Rebecca, live in Se­
attle, Wash. 

Iris L. Smith, MA'79, PhD'86, is an asso­
ciate professor and coordinator of graduate 
snidies in the department of English at the 
University of Kansas at Lawrence. 

1990s 
Marcet N. (Townsend) Spahr, BA'96, and 
her husband, Timotl1y P. Spah1~ BS'94, JD'97, 
were married in July 1997. Marcet teaches 
French at Logansport High School, and Tim 
practices law in Peru, Ind. 

Shahzia R. Pirani, BA'97, is a TEFL Peace 
Corps volunteer in Gokdepe Vi llage, 
Titrkmenistan. She teaches English as a for­
eign language to first through nintl1 graders 
and develops community projects with local 
cotmtcrparts. 

Thank you to all the alumni 
who responded to our 

survey. 
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Comparative Literature Alumni: What 's new with you? 

Please fill i11 as 11111ch of the following information as )'011 wish. Its fnopose, i11 addition to 
providing 11s with )'Ollr class note, is to keep IU's a/11111ni records accurate a11d 11/1 to date. 

Publication: Comparative Literature Alumni Newsletter LJ 
Name ____________________ ____ ____ _ 

Preferred name _________ ____ ___________ _ 

Last name at IU _ _ _____ _______ IU Degree(s)/Yr(s) ___ _ 

Soc. Sec.# or Student ID # _____ ________ _______ _ 

Home address ___ ____ _____________ ___ __ _ 

Phone _______ _____________ _______ _ _ 

City ______ _________ _ State ___ Zip _ _ __ _ 
Business title _________ ________ ___ _____ _ 

Company/Institution _ _________ ________ ____ _ 

Company address ______ ________ ___ ______ _ 

Work Phone ____ _________ ________ ____ _ 

City ____ ________ ___ _ State _ ________ _ 

Zip _ ______________ ___ ___________ _ 

* E-mail _ _________ * Home page URL _________ _ 

Mailing address preferen ce: 0 Home O Business 

Spouse name _ ______ Last name at IU ___________ _ 

IU Degree(s)/ Yr(s) _____ _ ___ ____ ___ ____ _ 

You1· news: _________________ ___ ______ _ 

Please attach additional pages if necessary. 
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